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I’m not sure that I’ll have time to do 
anything towards the Round Robin this time.

I have another week at Birds Meadow, and 
then the Home and Hospital...
Tuition Service moves to 
a new location, a place 
called Saltwells. This 
means that we’re frantically

^rr,| £ jJ A

packing all our bitt, 
pieces this next wo 
then the wo?\ after, 
goes well, we will s

in

nt.
the last week before the* 
summer hols unpacking..1 to 
already he1\#on wheels,and 
I don’t expect things to got 
less hectjic.

It’s money you sec. Tic
local authorit: 
blame AtilIs t 
they have to S' 
they can to try to keep going, 
tho its rat.-ior li’-c the,er 
Red?White? Queens race cuz 
they are running like crazy 
Just to stay almost where they

anti ■ 
thing

V.

the
i.juou uu b.Lrij ax:rosi wnere they are. 
I What is going to happen next year or 
year after, when there’s nothing left to sell, they are doing their

I est to avoid thinking about. If the school population rises again 
IXM"® “ ve^ wel1 "^ht> “1. JSmeS more ’ 

land °ff the top of "V head th±s “’ans that
land will have to be bought for new schools, with prices higher than 
rl^r; °r classrooms will be built on unsold sites, or
been X/11 G 4 ora11 three* Classes are growing now, have 
Wt tJ bPT year^, tn Local Management of Schools classes have 
but T™’ razy situation» great shortages of teachers

teachers being laid off cuz there’s no money. This does not. you 
. will_.be relieved to know, affect our beloved leader and her ilk* in 

the ^v?-ey s®nd thelr kids to Private schools. Personally I*think 
the provision of poor education is suicide nationally cuz we can’t 
nrivJt! 0Uh without a supply of educated folk, and the
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Multicultural people have been the 
subject of rumours of a move for. oh' 
four years now. A couple of months ago 
more scuttlebut had it that we were all 
going to move, maybe Xmas 1990, 
then it was half term,October,then 
it was in September. Then ’final’ 
word had it that we wuz 
going to move in the

might move you to this 
dinky little underground toilet next 

to the police station”,- ------ " -—

Wand then again,we

order, a
last week of’term. Well, we, the HHTS have got a move 
otice came thru assigning some firm to move us July 16th..but there 

io SrL^fd^ ,C°Ck there* (old staSers of the ™ i;o moied 
mu 4 °r 5 years ag0 relate THAT move was full of 

a staS ?l0Ve °rd®r; specifies moving one classroom. Well,, for
I Which a classroom that we’re S°t, its a resource centre,

teacher^n “ x 5 be a questlon of kids furniture, the
£ desk,a cupboard and a few odds and ends. It will be a 

and 7 SI*Znd J °f muter±al and shelves and cupboards and cabinets, 
and ....god knows. Then agian, we haven’t got "one classroom" for

Joss::: rooms’ and they the content.

I The other two services we share the site with are going to be 
worse off than us (according to latest grape vine) for while we are

I expecing to move our office and two classrooms into one classroom, 
- the Multicultural are rumoured to be moveing their three into one, 
I mHd learning Support are supposedly moving their seven into one 

There.are a lot of long faces, I can tell you,
I exclaiming, and hair tearing, etc., Mind you, 

that the LEA wont move the Multicultural until 
will have a mobile, put up at Saltwells. And they have

I of the Saltwells grounds too, for housing 
its Yrot clear yet, on the car park.

Anyway, thats why I might miss a mailing next time (If I get 
I time to do this it will be ’this time’ too.).

and arm waving, and 
the hottest news is
September■, when they 

old off part
maybe old folks accomodation,

Not many folk want to move anyway, considering that, apart from 
the reduced accomodation, Saltwells is a less handy place to work 
from. At least there will be a caretaker on the site. Our site has
no caretaker on site and
this year. Probably kids 
Saltwell is a more juicy 
more expensive equipment

we have been broken into a couple of times
judging by the things pinched

have been sorted out,

target for burglar 
than Birds Meadow.

Mind you
s, it houses more and 

Well, it should all
have been sorted out, as .far as the H&HTs is concerned, by the time 
we get back from summer hols. IF everything goes according to the 
latest plans. I’m keening my fingers
crossed about that



(the cartoon at th~ 
for the nPinc bit> buL 
I d need the room,), 
RIGHT get the comments

bOt^’ °f.thir PaS° and thG nG*t should be 
cut down a bit off the HP-HTs thinking '

I wa s
done next, then see what time I have left) 

ngnt chuffed at the overall feel of this mailing.

^our story made me 
“uchbetter than mine. But it is rrand tn6 mailin^ they are so 
Setting going and 'supporting’ the A PA in S0Dre people actually 
the camraderie. It doesn't matter thft this Way> adds to 
stemming from the first one It * there are different stories 
more of a choice about wheri to folloi^^^ a"d folks1*168 

Bugger ’gross typos’ and the rest, what* we want is quantity!!’ 
(er, well, within reason)
to ThfU C?aon’ a take off °f Kraft durch Freud? not
that was invented -omZhre? (^\^G unconscious. At the time 
his stvln of-in \ somg strong, I really likec
soags on it" °ld 78somewher with some of his best
a phrase nl* J lnvcn^d, inspired by (I think it was his)
it ^hU” foi™^'1G SXnn ”/Ords of which» wouldn’t you just know 
it, I na/c forgotten, "Dynamic Apathy" and "Positive Inactivity".

■:
w



which means, of course, really trying hard to think up things to 
be apathetic about, then positivly concentrating ondoing nothing' 
about them, (them being the Pressing Problems of Our Time, and 
suchlike).

Jean is keen on the Gateshead Garden Fc-lnnl, tho doubt that we 
will ever get to it. If we had the money Choo,liar.ha.ha hahnhahama' 
we would like a bigger garden, though planned to make it easy to 
handle.

I pinched the MARAUDER cover from some wrapping £aper..it was 
so..cute..! couldn’t resist it. Egad,Idn old son, you didn’t really 
think I could draw that good?!. ---------
’ . Thatcher bring lav; into disrepute... .very true.

ONCE MORE....this must be^M^^ygnM^An^.a Hike the role playing' 
games, not done any for years, and if it ’costs a fortune’ 

I’m not likely to..but it is interesting.
Bryoney, poisonous and climbs up hedges. But I like the name.

, Hanna,my sincere sympathy. It does help some people to bear 
things }ife throws at them,being religious. Tho for my part I have 
to say that its not something which makes sense to me,religion.Not 
in the personal sense, tho I can appreciate others need for the 
comfort religion can give. ’Ve don’t get sudden shocks like Hanna 
in H&HTs, we get lingering cases, leukemia and tumors and such. I 
would not like to have to say which is the most distressing. With 
children! have a feeling that the sense of unrealised potential, 
the cutting short of the most ’ordinary’ life, makes a death more 
traumatic. At least there is some feeling of "well, he had a good 
run for his money" when someone elderly dies. Very dad.

%25c2%25a3aper..it


DARLING....was interesting, particulary the Unnatural Selection, 
got a peculiar book I'm reading, now, the Heartsone 

something or other,which 
has as Asian girl dancer 
lots about Pakki bashin 
and such like, and a 
cast of talking mice., 
in fact all the mice 
talk, and rats,and 
crows...but haven’t 
read enough to decide 
if I like it yet. The 
style is staange.

rock with hell-like fires on either side

5

PratesOP Dave Wood.
which was quite 

interesting and 
entertaining, (my wife 
Had a hernia ’bp years 
ago, after a fall,my 
condolances and best 
wishes).
I don’t remember dreams 

very well. My wife does 
and very interesting 
they are too. I keep 
saying she should x.rite 
them down and make, a min ;
of money publishing' a 
book. I used to have a 
nightmare when I was a 
kid. it involved floating 
down the many stairs erf 
our old house in Stour- 
bridgejin a sort’ of 
lotus position. Other 
nightmares..hmm..can 
only recall one, about 
being on a stagecoach 
going along this road, 
which was a ridge of

STRUTHIAN PERSPECTIVE. ...hat was the other?)also interesting
Bannockburn.hmm.will try to remember to look 
in the library, my knowlege about the battle
name and result

up something about it 
is confined to the

I think youhave a good point about national 
Trouble is it gets perverted into anti-every 
Ta for remark on Olaf illos. Damned if I can 
about yr illos in March, but whatever it was 
opinion. I don't believe in flattery, tho I might tactfully fail 

comment on something,illos or writing, that I don't like.

(regional) identity 
one else.
recall what I said 
it was an honest

DESPERATE TIMES...I must be getting soft in my old age,I liked this 
too..tho comment’, ah well.now Snowdon is somewhere I've 

never been, tho have .d-Mvan over most of middle -Vales years ago.
I wonder if its roe ch.--ip <■ in a day triple .with enough time 
to see anything?



aSo (dawlt, it 
ditto Lincoln and »orc\s^k n°tblne.

BE B B “ a
a ripe old age suemg lf4r her first husbands estates.

Jenny Glover. It would be an excellent idea to send Mark Manning 
he at HSHt! ®e? h? an 01d sch001 one and one of
memhar o n’ nothing else.) maybe even a groun of POE
members?. Our camera hasn’t worked for years..
off !ni^erfeCfiOn:’*1 had tended to say ’’don’t be put

?th!r folks trying to make you work to a certain standard.
sS^f ?nd ,,insisting that all should come up to ’

howttodawrite)aorafnfkbyha fevBeaVes n0 roon for folk learning

;hio-the

been discourage by other kids,and adults,and TV, doing’thing!
fnr +h* Thfy get s0 that they see no value in their doing things 

°5n interest and satisfaction,
do thl!Sr»biwt ?^er klds/peoPle “ight actually be motivated to 
But I in se®ing examples of expert/professional work.
ha J interested m the sort of ’’tell a kid/person he can’t

d’°f course, he’ll fulfil your expectations of failure”).
aPT d the story was an interesting carry on from the first. 
a^as, interesting.APAs,

K4 VW
visitors

disposing of books,difficult, hmm, you could flog them 
t0 ^sitors, that would solve the transport, .assuming that 

—xwant them,have money,and shelf space..
Damsels, pinched from a couple of art text books at H&HTs. if 

I could have found more I'd have included them. Ah,Lest Darkness 
mb ’■n’BClaSBB 1 ha^e a copy somewhere.(I need a bigger house). 
The Future History of Fandom sounds farcinntinr..but a <5 you sav 

imply, fandom is not such a small cohere rmn BoT Tho i! ’ 
might be possible in an apa. ' '

TIXBBntTe/ested if you found anything out about GoeMet.
LOVED the Hyphen cover.

tit?M* kee? saying Anyhow» 1 wonder if it would make a fanzine 
ntJ-e) all mcs for now. now, can I find time to do owt else?



I like ki

k;t
s. When I

la

zines, i

^irst began to like kites I cannot remember, 
nay, not even j^en fully utilising the mighty Cheslin intellect, which gave 
the world s staggering concepts as potatoe print colour covers for OMPA- 

on patches for holes in socks, the interstellar ram jet.........  
But, I must have been fairly keen by the early sixties,at the very 

ta. °UZ that was when Ink and Coe had their day. There was this bloke, 
,JAck Raybould, one of the origional SADO group, and me both keen on kites. 
a»One year we aquired, from Cornall I think, these two fish, Carp. Made 
of very light paper and in the form, as it were, of a windsock. (Jacks kite 
Waa ®aT^ed ^TE, a posh form of kite )ThlhPyh were over a yard long,brightly 
printed, with the mough held open by a circle of wire, which allowed the wind

2?®?:^® d°W\the inside’ and come out of the hole at the rear end. We 
flSh wouldn't fly by themselves..! think the Chines*string 

them up to poles to blow in a breeze. But we tied their strings fifty feet or 
so below our kites and when the kites were up the fish streamed out in the 
wind very satisfactorilly... I catlt remember why but we thought of the fish 
as appendages of the kites..and we named then suitably...Jack refered to his1 C°-•" <or C°e)’ “hUe "lne -’••Ah-bo-tS S Xr

Mm ”y"ePhe” Terence was a brave little lad,2o,30 years ago. I used to get 
T1™ J lp “e fly ”y °ften OVer the "wa6te" ground at New Farm Road?

ab°Ut 4 °r 5 maybe’ with ver* blond bair, blue eyes, a 
°r Shirt’ br°Wn velvet or cord shorts,held up by straps 

Of the Sam! "ateria1, sh°rt white socks, and brown shoes which had a 
the Mt! °Ver and fastened Mith a button. He has too small then to launch 

,ifc Wa! a f00t fcaller than him, so I got him to stand on the string
1 CT” °ff downwind and tried t° g®t the kite up. Sometimes this worked 

and sometimes this didn't. It depended on the strength of the wind. If the 
wind was not very fierce I could launch the kite and then run and get the ’ 
often5 °ff If th® Wind WaS moderate to strong when the kite went up, as
?In inS W°Uld be Jerked frotn under Terances feet and he would
fall over. He was a game little lad tho, and only cried now and again...I did 
rou^^TA11"! When Wind WaK Particulary strong think of tieing the string 
and whitSh y"'?U 3 SUdden ViSi°n °f the lad flyin« away the fields, 
and what his mum, (my sister Audrey) might say about it disuaded me.
Home 1 made kites with the kids at school, and with one on
Home Tuition,(at least one) The school kites were made for some reason in 
two years out of three in a time of snow. I know that cuz two of the photos 
A. oni I”3 Playround fanning on snow and holding their kit...
As one might expect, because h^ghcimyeducatipn has always been short of SZLZ thia hloody shower eade’thlngs W.Z, Z X trouble 

meant that " r materials..this has a significance because the difficulty 
sat?Ir^t the materials$ used to make the kijes were not really veJy
brine in ^th•1 depeaded on what 1 could scrounge and what the kids could s* 

ing in...this turned out to be sheets of plastic which were reallv too 
h avy for a flyable kite..tho some kids didn’t actually want to fly them



ough to- go" 
ry his kite-an

near- the" plyons

nJWa^atl?er fortunate because many 
of the kids (even so) managed to 
get their kites tangled up.with 
washing lines ... and crashing into" 
vegetable" patches...in spite of being 
advised not to try them in their .gardens 
and one at least was stupid 
axis over Thd'Tens..Peak

Uorrde/he first* kites so long ago that black 'dustb’in>as 
flew ®0mm0n’-^ater kites “ade of these versatile sack! 

/ry WeU‘ The kites’ t0 add some interest, were painted 
a l^eTJwo PaintS’ ra°Stly fa°eS- °f ^--P—nt plastic kites

myPkenTQounfr„fhiCh 1 had f°r years a deep skepticism, came into 
my ken a couple of years ago while I was on Home Tuition. One of the 
P pils said that its school had made them so, thoug^*3oubtful we set 
to...and I found that the result was surprisingly stPong. ’

Cloth kites are a peculiar breed as far as I'm concerned tho 
at one time they were the only altrnative to paper. I guess it is 

tOSize Or somethinS on the cloth but the three cloth kites
* £“ cotton...and Incidentally the on[y "shop"

£ £ iJ I- eVTr owned--tho where I gofe them from I don't know, 
or 69 whieh0^*?** 13 day in the summer of,oh, 1968
or 09, which 16. forever identified *nrL, 1 ■ !<-L , ...Near to the teacher training col™6e knd w^?at U Donca^e? 
wee, and presumably still is, a place called Cusworth Hall. Thia Sas a 
set^in^ 6 °f the Geor8dan period, not extraordinary large
set in its own largish grounds and used as a museum. Of the museum I 
an^ne^the kttes^’nossiJ^V60311 10ng graSSy S1°pe Where Jean 
thLihi AF ^P ly because I remembered Ink and Coe I
U f ®!tting no-1* Eite UP a hundred feet, and then tying on kite

Wa® UP a hundred feet tying on kite.no. 3. <I've% 
seen other folk do dimilar things since, but at that time the idea was 
Calked int^1^®^^ ®Ven- Fr°m the way folk SaPed and sort of 
sone o/the r 7 their eyeS Were °n the kites 1 deduced that
some of the visitors to Cusworth were also, distracted.

d°ne the Same 3ince’ and even made "Inks" to fly, but the 
first time, at Cusworth, was the best.
thin^f 0^“^ tO transParent plastic kites, (and then on to other 
which L™ 7 time seems ripe. We have this photo in our possession 
^hSth^h* 3mar ly dressed and smiling) Jean standing on a sort of 
a heath with one arm up rather as if she was swearing an oath. This has 
and3^ P“Z^em®nt but there is a simple explanation to this pose, 

lieS aV?e t0P left hand corner’ of the photo....where, if you
. Very car®fully» y°u can see this cross hanging in the sky..it's 

not a cross of course, its the sticks of a plastic, transparent, kite.........
t ffu11 has put up With my ocassional bursts into kite flying at 

first with considerable patience, now..well...with a definite lafk of
th1 firSt noticed this adverse reaction the time I danced up 

and down on the hexagonal kite. This damn construction..for which I P 
followed the instruction most carefully, absolutely refused to fly 
property, insisting on nose diving and sliding sideways and bolting for 
S: S?? aS larhed- Frustrated beyond reason I TlnaHy threw 
the thing to the ground and jumped all over it, cursing loudly and «** 
feelingly....this incident much increased Jeans anti-kiteism. ’

kite.no


STRING, as Spike Milligan says, IS A VERY 
IMPORTANT THING, adding, ROPE IS THICKER 
BUT STRING IS QUICKER. ’

I have this ball or reel of string. It 
is now about 18 inches l<bng and 10 inches in 
diameter. When I first got it the reel was 
twice as thick. That was back in the early 
seventies when kite making at school. Two 
girls, twins, not very clever but willing 
brought it in. I haven’t seen them for 20* 
years,or thereabouts, but I do think of them 
every time I tie up a rubbish bag with their 
string, or sweet peas or other climbers, or

before we cone to the end of Lt.' pop "y 01°ss weU

thoueh She never

p.:-—™ ■

merry Yorkshire (aa ^^me> UP onto some moors inbeen^^^r^:^ -isht ha-

XneXhesno;Mde’td
£ -

s°
. and puzzled over then. XmtS,"’'’’'' 8°"e°ne fOund the”

Heather? Jh" “^b' ber°re’
flew very well though, over the Hel^a^e1^ thre® feet
a few folk walking their do-s a2 ° °Ur streefc---and amazed
kith carei,..^

the/hed and honied it under various 
clumsilly bumping into them, a 

feb up with her.. .so 
tools and things, bv- . * , -he simple process of
fate from wnich it never really recovered.

But every spring when the wind begins 
of reeJin£ *nd 3tart woindering
of bamboo canes lying about somewhere.

What I would really like 
never afford, is to learn how

to blow thru the catkihg I get 
if maybe I havent got a couple

to do in the kite line, but something I’ll 
° ang glide. Now that is something whichreally appeals to me.



as a teacher at our school who c-^+- ° (i-r Ircc in Gornal. Paul 5.was at this job agency see^nd he°^ir°J ^eachlnS before I did. 
which pulled the jobber un rhnrt jx ®°t any Jobs here?”’’well, as a matter o^acC ° a"d then,
last I heard he had mover umMo 1 W®nt to work for them and 
don’t |ike to take teacher- on a^ ?er agency* "They

"Safd t0 them jobs". He stilled i confdded i» 
Sing Outs of mine when I lost contact vnfh i°ts nf fanzines and 
singer of the group. ontact with him. Paul was THE folk

was unemployed at the time. Later I saw
Dave Reeves, I think

his name around quite a 
he was helping to run a 
in Brierley Hill. Don’t 
so tight.

lot, he was a poet. Last I heard of------ _- him 
community magazine,local authority funded, 
know if its still going, with money being’

We folded the SF after a few months. On our best night we got 
a couple of hundred into the room at the Pear Tree. I forget the 

°f demise» 1 think the landlord wanted 
the room for Country 8- Westerns. I did the tee-shirts, the dozens 

windows" (one,of Rose the Stuffed 
Whippet I sold for a kiss..ah, them was the days) and sang very 

chofussss.This pic appeared in the BLACK COUNTRY BUGLE 
along with a write up, the neas&st to fame we ever got.

'WS




